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I TI is not that we love Contention, or 
(lire Controverlie, or are impatient 
In bearing Reproaches, that we ap- 
pear thus publick, bur ſuch have 
F been the repeated high Cliarges, and 
& ſmart Laſhes, that our Adverfarics 
[ (more eſpecially ſome of the Preſbyterian Allembly) 
ſ\ have of late taken a Liberty, liberally and laviſhly 
' to beſtow upon us, that we find ourſelves concern?d 
| to Clear and Vindicate the Truth and Innocency 
of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, from thoſe black Aſ- 
erfions that have rendred 1t ſo frightful and for- 
midable, as though *twere only a meer complica- 
| tion of peſtilent Errors, as well as to-ſatisfy the 
Minds of ſuch of our pioufly-inclined Neighbours, 
| as may be deſirous to hear us ſpeak for ourſelves, 
as alſo for the Information of thoſe who may have 
been impoſed upon, by that Dreſs wherein our., 
Oppoſers have repreſented us. And although 
theſe can' Obje& nothing material againſt us now, 
that hath not been long ſince over and over offer'd 
by ſome of the ſame Perſwaſton, and have as of- 
ten received Anſwers trom ſome or other of our 
Friends, ( ſome of which have never yet been. by 
them replied unta) yet foraſmuch as thoſe may 
not have coine tothe View.of many of our Neigh- 
i AT bours, 
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Mat, 23. 
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bours, for whom this is chiefly intended, we 
thought fic. briefly to ſay ſo much as we think 
may be accomodate to the preſent occaſion ; and. 
which perhaps with unprejudic'd minds may be- 
ſp2ak our Creed not ſo unſound and erroneous As 
our ſomewhat different deportment hath rendered 
us obnoxious and contemptible, as well as dif- 
taſteful to thoſe who either ambitiouſly affe&R 
honour and reſpet, and love greetings, or think 
a complaiſant complyance to the faſhions, Cuf- 
toms, and complements of the Age, to be one 

t the chiefelſt felicities of this Life, and beſt ex- 
$.-on of their Civility and good Manners. 

We therefore deſire our well-diſpoſed Neighe 
bours, candidly to weigh what we have. to al- 
ledge againſt the Clamours of thoſe, who to be 
ſure will not fet us out to our beſt advantage, 
and to receive an Account from ourſe]ves, what 
we are, and what we believe and hold for Chriſ- 
tian Truths, who certainty muſt needs know 
better our own Belief than thoſe who perhaps 


' never examin'd it, to any other end than to find 


Ro, 15. 4+ 


2 Tim. 
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tault, if ever they did itz and alſo that you will 
not think it ſtrange, that we expreſs not our 
Belicf in ſome particulars, in the aftefted Terms 
of other Profeſſors of: Chriſtianity, but think it 
more reaſonable and ſafe - to content ourſelves 
with. that Dreſs of Language, in which the Holy 
Ghoſt thought fit to hand them to us in the 
Holy Scriptures z thoſe moſt Excellent and 
Divine Writings, which above all others in the 
World, challenge our reverence and moſt dili- 
gent reading, thoſe Oracles of God, and rich 
Chriſtian Treaſure of Divine ſaving Truths, which 
were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of them may have hope, 
and are profitable for doEtrine, reproof, correc 
tion, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs, to the per- 

iecting 
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feAing and throughly furniſhing of the Man of 
GON to every good Work, making him wiſe 
unto ſalvation thro? Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
containing all Chriſtian DoEtrines neceſſary to be 
believed for ſalvation, and are a ſufficient external 
Kandard and touch-ſtone to try the Dodctrines 
of men; and we {ty with the Apoſtle, whoſoever 
ſhall Publiſh, an:1 propagate any other Goſpel 
and Faith than is therein teſtified of to us, by 
thoſe infoired Pen-men, who were the firſt Pro- 
mulgators ther-of, though he were an Angel, let 


Cal. I. 2. 


him be accurſed; all which, and whatſoever 'b 


Cherein contained, we as firmly believe as any o 
you do, and as 'ris the duty of every ſincere Chrif- 
tian, we are heartily thankful to God for thern, 
who through his good Providence hath preſerved 
them co our lime, to our great benefit and 
comfort. 

We Believe in that Great Omnipotent God, 
that made and created all things, and gave us our 
Being, whom in ſincerity of heart we fear, reve- 
rence and worſhip, being ſeriouſly concern'd for 
our louls welfare to eterhity. We believe that 
Gieat Myſtery, that there are three that bear Re- 
cord in Heaven, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, and that theſe Three are One in Being and 
Subſtance: And as do ye, fo do we alſo hope 
for and expect S4lvation, only and alone through 
the Son of God our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST of Nazareth ; believing 
Chat God the Father hath ordained him for Salva- 
tion to tne ends of the Earth; and that no other 
Name is given under Heaven, by which men 
ſhall be faved ; who being conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, - in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, was 
born of her at B-thlehem;, as alſo his Holy and 
Excmplary Lite, p«rf-&ly free from fin; his 
Doctriac, Miracles, Sutterings, and Death upon 

| = Wis the 


1 Joh.g. 7, 


Tis. 49. 8. 
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the Croſs, without the Gates of Jeruſalem ; his 
Ro. 8 34 ReſurreRion from the Dead, and' Aſcenſion into 
1 Tim. 2. Heaven, where he is at the Right Hand of God 
$:'S, the Father, perfeft GOD and perfe& Man, and 
1J0.2-1,2: the alone Mediator betwetzn GOD and Man, and is 
our Advocate with the Father, and ever liveth to 
Aft.10. 42 make Interceſſion for us ; and alſo ſha]] Judge both 
Quick ani D*ad: All which and whatſoever elſe 
is recorded of him in the Sacred Scriptures, we 

firmly believe, 
This JESUS, in whom dwelt the fulneſs of the 
Co'. 2. 9. F8d-head, we believe offer'd up himſelf accord- 
Rok. 5. x. Ing to the Will of the Father, an acceptable facri- 
x Joh.2.2. fice to God, and became a Propitiation, for the 
Heb-10.12 fins of Mankind, 7o the end of the Torld, and dy- 
Rom. 5. eq for all Men, as all dyed in Adam; through 
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2 - whoſe Blood God proclaims Redemption and 
19. Salvation to Man, and offers to be reconciled, 


Ro. 3. 25. and freely for his Son's ſake to semit, forgive and 
paſs by all paſt offences to as many as (ha]l truly 
Ags 10, And heartily repent of their fins, and turn from 
43 & 26, the ſame, and ſhall ſo believe in our Lord J-ſus 
20. Chriſt, and love him as for the future to live a 
Eph.4-22, holy Circumſpe&t Cariſtian life, and obey his 
; commands, thereby continuing in his love. 
2 Cor. 5- Which holy life ſo much Celebrated and ſtrift- 
1,17. ly kept to in the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, 
* that whoſoever named the name, or took the 
name of Chriſt upon them were to depart from 
24 &15, 0 Intyuity, we believe ouzht to be inſeparable from 
2 Tam. 2, a true and faithful Chriitian as ever accompany- 
ing 2 true living and active Faith; and it ſeems 
+,2.3. Was thought no leſs neceſſiry by thoſe who compol- 
Jam, 2, ed the promile that ſhould be made in'behalt of in- 
12, to ihe fants before they were admitted into that once 
_ |, facred Catalogue, (to wit) that as they came to 
22 * years of diſcretion, they ſhould forſake the Devil 
4 and all his works the pomps and vanities of -_ 
| & wicks 
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wicked World, and all the ſinful lufts of the fleſh, 
and keep God's holy will, and Commandments, 
and wilk in the fame all the days of their lives : 
This we believe to be the bounden duty of man- 
kind, and though our Oppoſlers have ſcoft us, 
and branded us with error for holding Perfection, 
becauſe in pleading for a holy righteous life as 
that which 1s well pleaſing ro God, and vouching 
his power to be ſtronger in man, as man cleaves to 
it, and believes to reſcue him from under the pow- 
- er of Satan, than 1s that of the devil to retain him 
in Thraldom, we have ſometimes made uſe of he 
words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as be you 
ect as your Father which 1s in Heaven is perfect, 
he that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſcIt 
even as he is pure, &e. yet have we never preten- 
ded to 4.moiil Perfection beyond what is contain 
ed in the above promiſe, which is found and rrue 
in itſeif, and 1s that which God requires of us z 
and therefore *cis that we frequently preſs it's ne- 
ceſlity, and fervently exhort people to it's per- 
formance. And notwithſtanding we have hence 
been falſely accuſed that we expe& to be ſaved by 
our own works as being Meritorious, yet we 
don't acknowledge a holy life as the Eficienc and 
procuring Cauſe of our Salvation z which we no 
Jeſs than you totally refer to the free Grace, and 
mercy of God in Chriſt without any merit in Man, 
but we eſteem ir as a Conſtant companion thereto, 
and 2 neceſſary condition on our part in comply» 
ance with God's gracious offer, without which we 
may not obtain it, being inſeparably annext to 
that Faith which only pleaſeth God, and 1s but 
our reaſonable duty. 

And we believe that although Chriſt thus of- 
fer'd up himſclf once for all, for the fins of all 
men to the end of the warld, thereby rendering 
Fepcntance and amendment of life prevalent with 
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God; yet that the Traditional Bclief of that alone 
1s not ſufficient to entitle us to that common Sal- 
vation that comes by him, but that *tis of necef- 
| fity that we truly repent and bh! Converted from 
" the evil to the 200d, and therefore *cis no leſs ne- 
cefſary for us now than *twas for believers in the 
Apoitles days, that we be rurned from darkneſs 
to light, or in other terms, from the dark power 
of Satan, to the power of God who is Iight, that 
thereby we may every one know the work of -Re- 
demption and S. :Ivation, wrought 1n and for our 
ſclves : For *tis not enouzh to believe that Chriſt 
dyed, if we fecl not the blefſcd efftets of his 
deatn, Wno came t0 fave us from our ſins, and 


& 26. 18, 
Z0- 


Mat.1 2!. bleſs us by turning us from our iniquitirs, and 
ſp _ gave himfſclt for us that he migltt redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto Hhimſclf a Peculiar 

people zealous of good works, 
Gen.2.179. For we bclicve Lach to be the natural State of 
R 5-12. Man in the fall, that by nature we are dead as to 
_ bad gift: . . | 
od, at a diftance from him prone to evil, and 
=. 6. 5+ tO gratify the deiires of our ſenſual minds, iway'd 
Ro. 7.5. by the corrupt and finful Juſts of the flcſh, and 
Eph 2.2. ynder the power of a ſtrange King, ruPd by the 
| 2 Tim. 2. Prince of the Power of Air, fo that- our 1nward 
1. 20. man beirg thus dead from God, we cannot exer- 
Ciſe our ſpiritual lenies towards him, - nor can this 
x Cor. 2. natural man perceive, know, or ſavour things of 
14. (500, wich only are ſpiritually difcerned 3 where- 
tore, noiwithitanding our Saviour dyed for us, 
1 Cor. 15. w2 are yet by nature in a miſerable condition, in 
45,47 Captivity tO our fouls Enemy, except we know 
= 4 tne ſecond Adam the Lora from Heaven, chat quick- 
Ro. 8. 15, P17g ipirit, to quicken our fouls, and make us 


alive to God again, that being reſtored to the uſe 
of our inward {enles, we may by the aſſiſtance of 
nts Divine Light (wherewith for that end he hath 
2 bleit all the Sous and Daughters of Men) ſee our 
s ' felvgy 


ATLY 
ſelves in this fad and loſt ſtate under the wrath of 
God, and abhor our ſelves therefore, and under 
this living ſenſe (wherein things will appear with 
another aſpect than before) cry to God for dli= | @__ 
verance there-from, with ſuch inward hearty ſoi- 1, * fo 
row as works a true repentince for the ſame. *Tis 
not our being ſprinkled, when infants, that will | 
make us true Chriſtians, ' convert us from being Joh.r. 12, 
Children of Wrath to become children of Grace, 13» 
and Sons of God, and members of Chriſt's Church, Ro. 8. 14, 
and inveſt us in an intere(t in him ; *cis nor Iearn- 
ing our Catechiſm and ſubſcribing to certain Ar- 
ticles of Faith, though never ſo Orthodox, and 
being educated in a hiftorical belief of what Chriſt 
did for us above {ixizen hundred years ago; *tis 
not this only that will:dminifter a ſufficient, true, 
and ſaving knowledge of Chriſt, and really inte- 
reſt usgJn nis death and ſufferings, all which p-0- 
ple oy talk of and pleaſe chemſe}ve's withal, 
and yet conrinue as faſt bound under the domini- 
on of Satan (who ſtill rules where diſobedience 
15) as thoſe leſs perfcEt in that Leſſon, but th- true 
and ſaving knowledge of Chrilt is to know our AR.26 18 
ſelves turn*'d from darkneſs to light, from the 
power of Satan to the power of GoJ, thit by it 
we may be dilivered from the power of darkneſs, 
and be tranſlated into the Kingdom of his dear Son, 
to know his ſaving power really to reſcu* and Joh 8. 
redeem us from under the power of him tha: hath 32- 30. 
enthrald us, and leads Caprive at his will thoſe who Mar.z, 27, 
lives in the vanity of their minds, to know him 
bind this ſtrong man, to ſpoil his goods and dil- 
polleſs, and calt him our, to know Chriſt to fit in Mal.3.2,3. 
the foul as a refiner, to burn up, conſume and Luk.3.16 
deſtroy, to purify and throughly to purge out 19. 
whatſoever 1s contrary to him, to waſh us and Ro.15 16. 
make us clean that we may have a right to a part JÞ; 13. 8. 
"2s 4 "Ui x s | 1 T hel. 
zn him, that being cleanſed and ſanctified, he may Þ 

: "TRE * LUKE 1 Corc1.3; 


Col. 1.13, 
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Joh.14.23. fake up%his abode with us exerciſing his Kingly 
Hieb.13.21 Power, and working In us both to will and to do 
of his good pleaſure. The mind being thus diſ- 
entangled, and having caſt off his former yoke, 

2 Cor. 5. the old things being done away, all things now 
Wrek. 26. become newz a _new tender heart of fleſh accor- 
26. ding t6 the promile, new thoughts, defires, incli- 
nations,. «ff-ttions, words, ations, this new in- 

Mat. 23. fide producing a new outſide alſo, even through- 
26. out, a new Creature, now in Chriſt indeed, and 
really entitled to thoſe benefits that accrue to men 

through him; that living faith that pleaſeth God 

9s and gives viftorv, and is ever fruitful ro flim in 
oth 2 200d works, being begotten, and this work of 
Heb.12,2. Redemption and Regeneration thus wrought in 
the foul by Jeſus Chriſt, together with that moſt 

precious Sacrifice he offer*d up when his precious 

Blood thed upon the Crofs for us, we belieeÞ com- 

Ro. 6. 11, pleats the Salvation of every foul that is thus awas» 
3. kened, and made alive,. and fer free, by the power 
Joh. 8. 36. 1nd ſpiritof him that 15 the way, the truth, and the 
life of ev-ry foul that truly lives to God, to walk in 

Ih. 35. 8, that holy way of life, truth and peace, that was prepa« 
9. redof old for che ranſomet and redeemed to walk ing 
And we believe that he graciouſly waits with 

exceeding great Kindnels, and long ſuffering, that 

Rev.3-20, Men may repent, knocking at the door of every 
| Man's heart, frecly off-ring, but not impoſing his 
Mat, 23. aſſiſtance to this moit concerning Work, and 
47 change in the minds of Men ; ſo that in the Day 
. wherein God will judge the World by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and every ſecret ching will be made ma- 

nifeſt, God will be juſtified and clear of the Blood 

of all Men, and every mouth will be ſtopped, and 

every Man's Condemnation will be of himſelf for 

having rejected the day of his Viſitation, wherein 

God calls to Man, and offers tro be reconciled ta 

him for celiſting che Striyings, and lighting = 
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Reproofs of his Jpirit, which in matchlefs Mercy Neh. 9, 
he hath given Man to inſtrutt him, and ſhew, and 26. © 
lead him in the Way of Life and Peace, 

We believe, that though the pravity of man's 
nature in the fall, is ſuch, that the Natural or 
Carnal Man, that is enmity againſt God in the 
ſtate of meer nature, mings only the things of the ro.s. 5,7, 
fAlzth, and naturally brings forth the works thereof, 8. 
and cannot pleaſe Go, nor keep and obſerve his 
Laws, but is prone to evil; yet that thoſe who 
embrace the viſitation of God, and are really re- ? Pet. 1. 
generated and born again of incorruptible ſeed, 
by the word of God that ves and abides for ever, Jam. 1.21. 
that ingrafced word that is quick and powerful, Joh. 17. 
and able to fave and ſanctity the ſou}, are born 77» 29s 
into a new life, and inveſted with another and 
higher power, and becomes ſpiritually minded 
anJ by the ſpirit are ſet at liberty to walk after Joh. 3. 6. 
the ſpirit, and bring forth it's fruits, and receives 
abilicy from the fpiric to ſ:rve God acceptably, Ro. 8. 14, 
being now led by the ſpirit of God and become 15 
his Children, taught of him, and through the 
ſpirit of adoption receiv*d into their hearts, have 1 Cor. 12. 
right to call God Father, and Jeſus Lord, 3: 
for having through the ſpirit mortified the Old $% "3 
Man or firſt Nature, with his corrupt and deprav- Eph 4 22 
ed inclinations and evil deeds, and put him off, 23. 24. ? 
having crucified the fleſh with the affeftions and Els: 24. 
Juſts thereof, they put on the New and Heavenly 
Man, which after God 1s Created in righteouſneſs 
' and true holineſs, and being renewed in the ſpirit 
of their minds, they now walk in Newneſs of Life, Ro. 6. 4, 
and are really.in Chriſt, and therefore are changed *7: © * 
and become new Creatures, and now thinks and 
aCts under the condudt of a principal Superiour to 
that which formerly governed them, having their 
minds raiſed to a Region above that of fallen Na- 
ture, ſo that now the ſtream of their OS 
D oe nw 0 je; He +1  _ 
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deſires and ations, rans in another current, and 
the bent of cheir aff tons are after thoſe things 
Col. 3.1, that are above where Chriſt is; that eye being 
3. now op-n*d chat ſees a more tranſcendent beauty 
and defireablenefs in the inviftble and durable 
treaſures of him, than all the tranſcient felictiies 

of this world can «fford. 
And we believe that whoſoever expeAs rhe 
Ro.13-14. bleſſ:d imputation of Ciriſt's righteouſneſs, ought 
thus to put on the Lord Jeſus, and to be thus 
cloathed upon, and covered with his righteouſneſs, 
and in meaſure have his Holy Life brought forth 
in and through them, and know him to enliven 
Ifa.26, 12. and influ-nce their minds, and to work in and for 
Phil. 2. 13 them, and that without him they can do nothing, 
Phil.4- 13 bur chro? him that ſtrengthens them, they can do 
Joh-I5- 5: whatforver he commands them, that as they a- 
bide living branches in kim, through that fap and 
vertue they dayly receive from him, they are 
Joh. 15- made able to bring forth fruits well pleaſing ro 
$» 8. God, whereby he is glorified, For though God 
the Father accepts us in Chrift, and for his Sake, 
yet is the New-Birth the indiſpenſible Qualificati- 
on, and true diltinguiſhing Mark of thoſe that 
are really in him. He that is in Chriſt is a new 
Creature, Old things are paſt away, bebold all 
Gali.6. 15. things are become New. Tohbn ſays, He that [aith 
1 Joh.2 6. be abideth in him, ought himſelf aljo, jo to Walr ever 
& 30.7. as be walked. We aſcribe nothing to Man, as 
| having any power or ablicy in or of himſelf to 
Joh. 15, pleaſe Go:l, but attribute all power to do that 
4» 5+ which is good to Chriſt alone, jn whom only the 
Tu Father is welt pleaſed, *Tis through him that 
Aftts xo, men fo love and fear God as to eſchew evil, and 
34, 35- work that Righteouſneſs whick is acceptable to 
him z upon whom therefore . Man's dependance 
ought to be daily, to receive from him fuch ſutiable 
lupplics, as through @ conſtant watchfulneſs may 
I Enable 
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enable them ſo to walk, as to continue in his fa-. 
vour and enjoy his ſmiles: For *tis not as two 
many leems either to 1magine, or would glaily 
have it to be, that they may live in {in and difo- 
bedience here, and indulge their corrupt inclinati- , put, 4, 
ons; and yet hereafter have Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 18. 
imputed to them : For though we are not under the 
Mojaical Law, fo as to be oblige! to it's Ordi- 
nances, diverſe Watihings, and Levitical Prieſt- 
hood, Chriſt our High-P:ictt having offer'd up a. g. 
himſelf once for all, and a''olſh*t it; yer are we 20, 
not ſo under grace, as to be diſcharged from live 
ing well, though we are nor tyed to its Rites-and 
Ceremonies, yet are we obliged to fulfil its Righ- 
teouineſs, which Chrift came not to deſtroy but Ro. 3. zr. 
to eſtabliſh: For though God be gracious and * 8-3, 4 
merciful to forgive us our Treſpaſſes through the 
mediation of Chriſt, upon our true and hearty 1@, g5. x, 
repentance, and turning from them; yet *tis not # 
that we ſhould rake a hberry to go on in fin and 
Rebellion againſt him. We arc not to fin becauſe 
he is gracious, that his grace may abound ; it ſo, Rob. 1,% 
Where is the ſtraitneſs of this way ? If this be to 
tike up a caily Crols to our own Wills that we 
may perform his, Pray where ts the liberty of the 
fleſh? Thoſe that are vertually in Chriſt, which 
renders us acceptable to the Father, - and come 
pleatly eſpouſed to him, muſt needs have reſign- 
ed their Wills, as an effe@& of true love, and re. 
qQuiſite ro' ſo ſtrift a union, oppoſite Wills being 
inconſiſtent therewith, whence Obedience neceſ{a- 
rily follows. The Apoſtle Zobn, after having 
ſignified that that God is Light, and that thoſe 
that would know the blood of cleanſing, and true 
fellowſhip with him, and one another, ought to 
walk in the Light as he 1s in the Light, tells the 
young and weak in the Faith, whom he calls 
Children, that he - writ thole things that they 
| , | ſhould. 


I Joh. , 
5, 7* 


and firlt 


1 Joh. 2. 


6 Yerles. 
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ſhonld not-ſin; butyet if any through weakneſs or 
inadvertency ſhould fin, 4 ſo fall under che 
Father's diſpleaſure, he tells them that Chriſt the 
Righteous is both a Propitiation and alſo an Ad- 
vocate that interceeds with the Father; and that 
their keeping his Commands was the ſureſt evi= 
dence of their knowing and being in him ; but of 
the ſtrong, whom therefore he calls young men, 
he ſays, That the word of God abade in them, and 
that they had overcome the evil one. 
Theſe things may ſoon be ſpoken and conpre. 
bended in the Underſtanding, bur to experience 
them fulfill'd in ourſelves, is our hightſt intereſt, 
and only can make us ſharers in them, The ef 
ſence of Chriſtianity and happineſs of Chriſtians, 
don't conſiſt in having our heads ſtuft with know- 
ledge, only to lodge there and feed upon it, but 
to have our hearts filled with divine love, which 
animates us to diligence, and inſpires us with cou- 
rage and vigour to obſerve and perforn the Will 
of God who looks not at what Pcople profeſs only, 
or by what Name they are call'd, but regards 
the heart, and what principle governs there : 
People may make a profeſſion of the beſt things z 
and yet continue alive to themſelves, they may 
alcer Opinion or Perſwaſion, and yet not turn 
from Darknels to light, trom the power of Satan 
to God, There hath not been wanting a very 
large and ſplendid Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, adorn» 
ed with curious, elaborate, and clevated Notions, 
polith'd with Rhetorick and Qratory 3 but that - 
power and life that reaches the heart, and gives 
victory and dominion over its lufts and atfeftions,' 
which war againſt the Soul, is that which too” 
many ate vet ſtrangers to; when yet to know our 
laſped fouls reſtored from their firſt fallen ſtate in 
Adam, and raiſed to a ftation where we may both” 
perceive the Kings of. God, and receive power -4 
wor 


( 1S ) 


fork his Will, to know our minds redeemed; 
and that power vanquiſht which led us captive, and 
we leaven'd by the Heavenly gift, into its own na« 
cure 3 as *tis the very life and marrow of that Re- 
ligion, about whoſe exteriour parts the world ig 
fill-d with Noiſe z fo *tis the proper and moſt 
concerning-buſineſs of our lives, .to find this great 
ſalvation -accompliſh'd in us; the experimental 
working out whereof in the heart, by the ſaving 
grace and Spirit of God, that is given to man to g,1. 6; 
profit with, will yield more fatisfation and true 4, 4. 
contentment to that ſoul that fincerely ſeeks the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs there- 
of, in whom *tis begun and carrying on, than to 
hear or read all their days of what God hath done 
through all Ages, for thoſe that truly love and 
tear him z for want of which tis that the profeſ- 
fion of Chriſtianity is generally ſo empty and 
barren in producing a real pious life, attended 
with the fruits of the ſpirit, and due Obedience 
proceeding from the birth of the ſpirit, without 
which the moſt refined methods of Worſhip and 
Devorton will not recommend us to God, who is 
inacceſſible by the birth of the Fleſh: Nor do we 
believe that *cis acceptable to God for People to 
fing before him thoſe Songs and Pſalms, that: 
were the experiences and Spiritual exerciſes of 
holy men in times paſt, without having ſome liv= 
ing experience of the ſame things in themſe]ves 5; 
or that People can properly and truly ſpeak more 
or farther of the things of God, than what the 
have known and experienced, Where amongl(t- 
all theſe ſound Goſpe]-Spiritual-Truths, is lodg'd 
that latent Venome ſo much fear*'d and talk'r of 
by our Adverſaries, that is ſo dangeronſly conta-- 
gious, and apt to infeft the minds of thoſe that 
ſhall incline to converſe with Us, -or our Books, 
Couching our Blick in theſe neceflary Poem of 
| eo eee Op SATs 


As faid 
Tho. Vin- 
Cel. 


* T R's 
anſavory 
& uncha- . 
Titable eX- 


Joh.3. ST 


'K = 10-43 
x Cor, 12, 


7. 


Joh- 14- 


16, 17,20. 
& 16- 13: 
Tit. 2-11, 
I Zo 


prefiion. | 


Chriſtianity z Which of them- is it, that being 
imbibed, is more mortal and DeftruRive to the 
jou, and defiles it more than drinking a draught 


of Poyſon, or going to a Bawdy-houte; Where 
are thoſe Damnable Opinions and Hereſies where- 


with you' have been terrified ; Which of them is 


it, thar being perſiſted in, does neceſlarily lead to 
Damnation, and for which the * Divil muſt needs 
carry us a Ppick-pack to Hell ? Is it in that we 
hold-forth the infinite Love of God to mankind, 
in 'not only freely of his meer grace and Favour, 
providing a Sacrifice, thro* which an Atonement 
in made for the paſt Tranſgreſſions of man, who 
was never at all in any capacity to'make any for 
himſelf, which 1s applicable to every one who 
ſhall believe, repent and return ; but hath alſo 
afforded to all the means of Faith, Repentance 
and Converſion, for God requires not impoſſibi- 
lities of men, bur expects they ſhould improve 
thoſe talents Diſtributed to them, in not only 
ſending forth the Son of his love to dye for their 
ſins, that they ſhould not longer Tive therein, ' but 
alſo in ſending forth his Light and Spiritof Truth 
into their bearts, to lead and guide them inta all 
Truth, and cauſing his Grace that brings falvati- 
on, to appear to all men, to inſtru and teach 
them to deny all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, 
to forſake the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps 
and Vanities of this Wicked World, to reſcue and 
ſave them from living in the finful Luſts of the 
Fleſh, * and help and firengthen them to return 
to their Obedience, and live a ſober, righteous 
and godly Life, to keep God's Holy Will and 
Commandments, and walk in the fame all the 
Days of their Lives. 

Which gift trom God to man the Holy Scrip- 
tures plentifully teſtify to, under various De- 
nominations, as Spirit, Light, Word, - Grace, 


Secdy 
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Sced, Leaven, Anointing, &c. By all which we 
underſtand that Spirit or Heavenly Talent with 


Mat. 2 Jo 
14, 15. 


which God hath endowed Mankind in ſome des. 


&ree or other that he may Profic with it; in the 
improvement whereof by a diligent Co-working 
therewith, to the anſwering thoſe holy ends for 
which we receive it, we doubt not but to be hap- 
Py in rendering a good account of our Steward- 
ſhip, andentring finally into the Joy of our Lord. 
Our oppoſers themſelves alſo pretend to the Spirir 
and grace of God, or elſe what means their pray- 
ing for its aſſiſtance, and thoſe plauſible fine-ſpun 
Diſcourſes of it, wherewith they ſometimes enter- 
tain their Auditory : We Charicably hope *cis 
more real, than only to beautify and recommend 
them to the hearers, as what they cannot well 2- 
void, for that the Scriptures are ſo full of that 
Language, and if indeed it be real, why is that a 
fault and error in us which is fo ſound and orna- 
mental in them 3 And we think it very ſtrange 


that they ſhould gpprehend any incongruicy in 


granting this Divine Principle to be a Divine . 


Light to the mind ; ſince 1ts proper Office 1s ta 
teach and initrutt, to manifeſt and point to us 
our Duty, as well as to diſpoſe and enable us to 
perform itz and ought to be our leader and go- 
vernour, If the godly admonitions, and exem- 
plary lives of good men were rightly called lights 
to the world, furely much more properly may 
this, whoſe fountain is Iight and does more nearly 
illuminate and inform the underſtanding, and 
renders thoſe effeftual, juſtly challenge that ne- 
ceſſary, and acceptable appellation. If then the 
Grace and Spirit of God be in the hearts of men, 
ſurely *cis not wholly unactive there, but will be 
making ſome attempts towards accompliſhing the 
end for which *tis placed there ; *cwill be at times 
attacking the enemies, and endeavguring to fups 
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Chriſtianity z Which of them- 1s it, that being 
imbibe?, is more mortal and DeſtruQive to the 
jou), and defiles it more than drinking a draught 
” Potrſon, or going to a Bawdy-houle ; Where 

e thoſe Damnable Opinions and Herefies where- 
Which of them 1s 
It, thar being perſiſted in, does neceſlarily lead to 
Damnation, and for which the * Divil muſt needs 
carry us a pick-pack to Hell ? Is it inthat we 


* hold-forth the infinite Love of God to mankind, 


Titable eX- | 


in not only freely of his meer grace and Favour, 
providing a Sacrifice, thro* which an Atonement 
in made for the paſt Tranſgreſſions of man, who 
was never at all in any capacity to make any for 
himſelf, which 1s applicable to every one who 
ſhall believe, repent and return ; but hath alſo 
afforded to all the means of Faith, Repentance 
and Converſion, for God requires not impoſſibi- 
ities of men, but expects they ſhould improve 
thoſe talents Diſtributed to them, 1in not only 
ſending forth the Son of his love to dye for their 
ſins, that they ſhould not longer live therein, ' but 
alſo in ſending forth his Light and Spirit.of Truth 
into their hearts, to Jlead and guide them tnta all 
Truth, and cauſing his Grace that brings ſalvati- 
on, to appear to all men, to inſtruct and teach 
them to deny all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, 
to forſake the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps 
and Vanities of this Wicked World, to reſcue and 
ſave them from living in the finful Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and help and ftrengthen them to return 
to their Obedience, and live a ſober, righteous 
and godly Life, to keep God's Holy Will and 
Command ments, and walk in the ſame -all the 
Days of thetr Lives. 

Which gift trom God to man the Holy Scrip- 
tures plentifully teſtify to, under various De- 
nominations, as Spirit, Light, Word, Grace, 


Secdy 
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Seed, Leaven, Anointing, &c. By all which we 
underſtand that Spirit or Heavenly Talent with 


which God hath endowed Mankind in ſome de-. 


&ree or other that he may Profic with it; in the 
improvement whereof by a diligent Co-work ng 
therewith, to the anſwering thoſe holy ends for 
which we receive it, we Goubt not but to be hap- 
Py in rendering a good account of our Steward- 
ſhip, andentring finally into the Joy of our Lord. 
Our oppoſlers themſelves alſo pretend to the Spiriz 
and grace of God, or elſe what means their pray- 
Ing for its aſſiſtance, and thoſe plauſible fine-ſpun 
Diſcourſes of it, wherewith they ſometimes enter- 
tain their Auditory : We Charicably hope *tis 
more real, than only to beautify and recommend 
them to the hearers, as what they cannot well 2- 
void, for that the Szriptures are ſo full of that 
Language, and if indeed it be real, why is that a 
fault and error in us which is fo ſound and orna- 
mental in them 3 And we think it very ſtrange 
that they ſhould gpprehend any incongruity in 
granting this Divine Principle to be a Divine 
Light to the mind ; fince 1ts proper Office 1s ta 
teach and inſtruct, to manifeſt and point to us 
our Duty, as well as to diſpoſe and enable us to 
perform it; and ought to be our leader and go- 
vernour. If the godly admonitions, and exem- 
plary lives of good men were rightly called lights 
to the world, furely much more properly may 
this, whoſe fountain is light and does more nearly 
illuminate and inform the underſtanding, and 
renders thoſe effeQtual, juſtly challenge that ne- 
celſary, and acceptable appellation. If then the 
Grace and Spirit of God be in the hearts of men, 
ſurely *cis not wholly unaCtive there, but will be 
making ſome attempts towards accompliſhing the 
end for which *tis placed there ; *cwill be act times 
attacking the enemies, and endeavguring to fupe 
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plant its contrary, which being holy and pure in 
11s nature is never reconcileable to ſin and evil, 
but ever ſtrives againft it, and may, as men, re- 
gard it, be infallibly known by the nature of its 
efforts. And we dare appeal even to all mankind, 
whether they find not ſomething placed in their 
minds. and Conſciences, which though per- 
haps not regent there, yet never mingles with, 
nor Conſents to their evil deeds, but always re- 
mains undefiled, ang teſtifies againſt them, and 
convicts, reproves, and condemns them for it, 
and alſo oft-times in the cooler temper of their 
ſpirit manifeſts their ſtates to them, and as *twere 
reaſons with them, Diſcovering the evil of their 
ways ſecretly calling to them to come out of it, 
begetting deſires and inclinations, ſometimes to 
ſeek after God, and to make their peace with him, 
Now ſince man in his meer natural State, 1s To- 
tally dead and fallen from God, that he cannot ay 
of himſelf think a good thought ; and that God on- 
ly is eſſentially good, and as that which 1s truly, 
ſo muſt needs proceed from him 3 this Principle 
in us that ever convicts us for vice and evil, 
whether in thought, word or deed, and diſpoſeth 
us to conſider of our latter end, and oft makes 
men ſigh in the mid{t of laughter, reminding 
them, chat for thoſe things they mutt give an ac- 
count, - that draws us heaven-ward, and-inclines 


' us to vertue and goodneſs, to do to all men as we 


would be done unto, to be juſt, Sober, merciful, 
temperate, &©c, Muſt needs be ſomething that 1s 
not. of us, but is pure and immaculate, and of a 
Divine nature, ever aſpiring and raiſing the Mind 
towards its Original, 

Whence it cannot be a Natural Light or meer 
light of Nature, as very many would have it, 
who yet talk of the Spirit of God being in Man, 


for *tis an undoubted truth, that no agent can 
act 
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a beyond its own ſphere, and raiſe its obje& to 
a ſtate more noble than 1t ſelf, nor produce ef- 
feats of a nature more ſublime than its own Ori- 
vinal, Beſides *tis very clear and evident from 
Scriptur:c, that the mind of Man is oft lighted 
by a light Superiour to that of meer reaſon, and 
that man by the utmoſt Power and extent of hu-» 
min reaſon and ſpeculation, (though he may 
arrive to implicit knowledge that there is a God, 
et) can never attain to a true, ſpiritual and fav- 
ing knowledge of God, without the Concurrence 
o'a Divineand ſupernatural Agent ; forthough the 
mind of man as a rational Bcing, be thac Capaci- 
ty or Candle that is to be Lighte), yet *cis Chriſt 
that muſt fo enlighten it, as to give us a true 
diſcerning of thoſe things, that appertain to him 
and his Kingdom, and by adhering and yeilding 
_ obedience to its dilcoveries, we ſhall know an 
Acc-ſſion of more Light. And the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of what God by his ſpirit had revealed 
to them, faith expreſly, that the ſpirit ſearcheth 
all things, yea the deep things of God z and that 
as none knows the things of a man, fave the 
ſpirit of man which is in him, ſo the things of 
God knows no man but the ſpirit of God: Thar 
the natural] man neither knoweth nor receiverh 
the things of the ſpirit of God, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, and to that end they had re- 
ceived the ſpirit which is of God. The Light of 
Nature is occupied about natural Obje&s, thoſe 
things that are within its own Region, acting 
within its own Proper Orb, but reaches not to 
that knowledge of God which 1s life eternal, ex- 
cept our natural powers or human capacity be 1l- 
luminated by the rays of divine light, for the 
world by human wiſdom knows not God. And 
Chriſt ſaith very plainly and poſitively, that none 
knows the Father but the Son, and he to: whom 

the Son reveals him, | 
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That theſe ſtruglings in us ſhould be the ſug- 


gcitions of Satan, that he ſhould diſquiet and dif- 


turb People for their Sins, for ſerving him, and 
put them upon endeavouring to be freed from 
their vaſſaJage under his power, were abſurd to 
umnaginez no, our Saviour puts that beyond a 
queſtion, . when he asks, Can a Kingdom divided 
againſt it felf land? And by and by ſaith plainly 
that whillt the {trong Man arm'd keep the houſe his 
goods are at peace, *til a ſtronger than he comes 
to bind him, &c. So that ?cis clear it's not the 
devi), but the approaches of a ſuperiour power 
that breaks the peace of People for ſin, and that 
tollows and condemns them for Diſobedience and 
Trangreſfſion, and is the ſame that wauld and on- 
Jy can redcem their minds out of that miſerable 
ſtate, and bind that ſtrong man, and break his 
power and caſt him out, would they but joyn 
thereto, and accept of deliverance by 1t. 

Nor does its being Extended to all men, through 
all Ages from their youth upwards, beſpeak it to 
be therefore natural or contemptible, but on the 
contrary, of the greater moment to all men; for 
beſides that the Apoſtle faith a maniteſtation of 
the ſpirit is given to every man to profit witha], 
the bleſſings and gifts of God are free and'valuable 
from their intrinfick worth z God in natute or- 
dain*d nothing in vain, but by how much any thing 
is of the greateſt uſe to us, for ſuſtaining and ac- 
commodating our natural life, the more common 
It 1s, as the Sun that gives Light to all through all 
Ages, &c. *Tis we fondly rate things according to 
our fancies, andeſteem and prize them more for their 
rariety and curiolity, than uſefulneſs; but God be- 
ſtows moit univerſally that which is of the abſo- 
Juteſt neceſſity to man, Are not all men that are 
born, ſtrangers and enemies to God, in the dark, 


and at a diſtance from him in the State of Nature 
and 


( 22x ) 
and muſt therefore be enlightened, converte4, and Jo. 3 3 $- 
born again, and made ſpiritual before we can be | 
TTeconciled to him ; ſhall not God then, that would Tim. 2. 
have al} repent and be ſaved, caufe the Light of 4 FY 
the Son of Righteouſneſs ro thine upon all, and 
give a meaſure of his grace and ſpirit to all, to 
aſſiſt them 1n the accompliſhment of that in them- 
ſelves which they cannot do of themſelves, and 
yet is of indiſpen{tble neceſſity to our Salvation ? 
Wherefore God by his ſpirit ſtrives with man ſo 
long as his day of viſitation Jaſts, Since then our 
oppoſers acknowledge the {pirit and grace of God, 
which alſo 1s Light to be in Man, unlefs they can 
ſhew it by its maniſeſtly different and ſuperior na- 
ture, tendency, and operation, to be contradi- 
ſtin& from that we have been' ſpeaking of ; we ſee 
neither abſurdity nor error in concluding it to be 
one and the ſame grace and free-gift of God toall, 
which is always the ſame in nature, though it 
differs in degree, and is thar Heavenly Treaſure, 
which God hath committed to our truſt; and 
bleſſed will they be who rightly employ.and im- 
prove it, and gives place and room to this ſeed yy, ,;, 
of the Kingdom in their hearts, where, though it 31, 32. 
may appear at firſt contrary to the expectation of 
man, little, mean and contemptible, ſcarcely re- 
garded amongſt the ſtuff, wherewith mens minds. 
are filled, yet joyn but to it, that it may exert its 
power and force, amd *twill grow and increaſe ; 
let but this leaven have its perfe&t work and *tw1ll 
leaven the whole lump into its own nature. 

Be pleaſed to conſider, whether we have juſtly 
merited the invidious-inveCtives of our adverſaries, 
In believing that the Lord ſearches the heart of x, 1 
man, and ſhews him his thoughts, that he hath 2c. © 
and will remember this latter age of the world, Jer. 17.10. 
and hath not forgotten to be gracious in pertorm- Ii is be 
, | Fre Mabe os : | by: ev. 2.23 
ing thoſe bountiiu! promiſes made in times paſt a0, 4 
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Mat. 13; 
33+ 
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fer. $1, fo the of-ſpring of the Gentiles, in placing his 
33-34 Law in our Flearts, and putting his truth in our 
E:zck 36, inward parts, in pouring out of his ſpirit Upon 
20, 27- all the Sons and Daughters of men, in becoming 
Joel, 2. 
28 2g. Our teacher, and giving us the knowledge of him- 
Aes.2.16, ſelf, through the Revelation of his Son Jeſus 
17, 18. Chriſt, who is come to open our blind eyes, and 
+ to bring us, that were bound in darkneſs, out of 
_— ** +the priſon- houſe, who hath promiſed to be with 
Ta. 42, 5, bis People to the end of the World, in bclieving 
& 61.1, that God hath ſent us the Comforter, the ſpirit of 
ax '+- Truth, to be our Remembrancer, and to guide 
*Y + 7 and direft us in the way of Truth; 1n atteſting 
: Toh, 2, the ſufficiency and utiliry of the Teachings of this. 
20. 27, Holy Unction fent into our hearts, in believing 

that ah Chriſt: be in his Glorified Body 1n 

H-aven, yet that he is preſent allo in the Hearts 
Joh. 14. of his People, who is King of Saints, and ſhall 
17,20,23. he not then rule in them? The High and Holy 


& 17+ 23, One that inhabits Eternity, hath promiſed to dwell 


= = 2110 with the Humble and contrite, to revive and 
15. comfart them, ſhall not he, whoſe Preſence fills 
2 Cor. 6. Heaven and Earth, be preſent in the Heart of 
= + Man? Shall not he that rejoyceth in the habitable 
51. | Parts of the Earth, am dcJights in the Sons of 


Men, reſide in his People? Are they not Mem- 
Joh. 15. bers of him, and he their Head? Can there be a 


+2... more intimate Union and Communion than be- 
6 15, 17, tween the Head and the Body. the Vine and the 
19. Branches ? ' The ſame Spirit of Life that is in the 


Head, is the Life of tlie Body alſo, and acts it; 

he that is joyned to the Lord is one Spirit, doth not 

the Life that is in the Root paſs to the Branches, 

alſo, and prelerves them living? Are notall dead 
Branches, in whom this life is not? Whofſoever-hath 

| the Son of God, and feeds on him, hath life by him 
Joh. 6. + and thoſe that have not Chriſt, who is the Life of 
>'- his Saints, hath not Life: How could his People 
Job. 5+ jo all Ages Partiake of him, 1f he were not preſent 
iN 


( 23 ) 

them? Surely this Doctrine doth not deſerve t6 be xg, ;o 6. 
ſcoft, but is moſt comfortable 'to thoſe who are 7, s. 
ſick of Love, and thirſt ardently after the Enjoy- 2 Cor. 13. 
ment ſnot Hear-ſay] of him, 5 

Canſider ſeriouſly theſe things which are agree- 
able to Scripture, and with what reaſon People 
have derided us far our Belief herein; rerming ic 
the Quakers Chriſt, as though his manifeſting him- 
ſelf in our Hearts were another, or diſtinct from 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, that is glorified with 
God the Father in Heaven, which we deny ; For 
though he be aſcended into Heaven, and fits at 
the right hand of God, far above all Principalities Col. i- 16. 
and Powers; yet 1s not he ſo circumſcribed, but ro gh, 
that (as by him all things were made and created) 1 
he is the life and filleth all in all in his Church and 
People. Is the Divinity and Humanity 'of Chriſt 
divided? Ts not their inſeparable Union the true 
and intire Chriſt ? Can then his God-head be pre- 
\ Fent, and he who is the Heavenly Man be abſent? 
W hat think you of him that appear*d to John, and 
gave him his Commiſſion to the Seven Churches ? ., 
whom he deſcribes, Rev. ch. 1. who ſaith, Behold, 
T land at the door and knock, if any man bear my 
voice, and oben the door, 1 will come in io him, aud 
will ſup With him, and he with me. The ſame 
ſaith, 1 am. he which ſearches the reins and bearts, 
and 1 will give unto every one of you according to 
your works : Was not this the true Chrift the Me- an 
diator, by whom God will Judge the World ? mp. 
And can he make this near Inſpection into the in- John1 16, 
nermoſt part of the Minds of Men, fo as no 
Thought can. eſcape his notice, if he be not pre- 
fent there? What made Pau! defire that our Lord |, John 4 
Jeſus Chriſt might be with Timothy's Spirit, if he 14. © 
thought it impoſſible? Do not all acknowledge 
the Spirit of Chriſt, who is the Anointed, to be 


ja his People, and is he then abſent? Is its being 
_ > 


Col. 2. 20; 


Gen.3.ts- 
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a Myſtery, far beyond our comprehenſion to con« 
ceive how it can be a fufticient Argument that 
therefore *tis not ſo? Ought we not in ſuch 
caſes to exerciſe Faith ? and acquieſce in the Teſtt- 
mony of the Holy Ghoſt, expreſt in the Sacred 
Scriptures, rather than Interpoſe with our nice 
and curious Subtilities ? pryirg unneceflarity into 
things that are too high for us ; remembering that 
Secret Things belongs to God; and that thoſe 
that know moſt here, know only in part the 
| things that are inviſible; and ſee them bur as 
through a Glaſs. Shall Men that neither know 
themſelves, nor have any. intuitive knowledge of 
the Eflences, even of the meaneſt things, where- 
with Nature every-where preſents us, which are 
obvious to our Senſes ; yet aſpire to thoſe 
more abſtruce, and undertake to account for that 
which is beyond the reach of the moſt pregnant 


Wits to penetrate, 


We hope it's no Error to avouch the Power of 
Chriſt to be ſtronger.than that of the Devil, that he 
1s able really to bind him, to bruiſe his Head, 
and break his Power, to diſpofſeſs and caſt him 
out, to fulfil ro the uttermoſt the end of his 
coming, to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and 
to ſave thoſe from their Sins who ſhall have 


_ true faith in his Name and Power : Surely it's nor 


inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity to believe that Chrift 


.5. can, or will, throughly purye his Floor ; that he 


can indeed Geliver out of the Priſon- houſe, and 
reitore Man out of the Fall to God again, and 
give him Power to forſake the Devil and all his 
Works, &c. 

We find it conſonant to Scripture, and the 
Goſpel-diſpenſation, to believe that thoſe who are 
regenerated and born again of the Spirit, have 
' through the ſpirit mortfed the firit carnal cor- 


rvpt Nature, which cannot plcaſe' God, and if 
dead, 


( =y *) 

dead, and ſlain, and buried too, ſurely then it no py, . 4 

I-nger lives, but the mind is at liberty, and re- v. 22, a3, 

flored to att in a new Life, to walk after the 24» 

Svirir, and fulfil the Righteouſneſs of the Law ; lol. c.3. 

the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jetus, ve IG 

having ſet them free from the Law of Sin, and Rom. 8. 3, 

D-ach which is it's Wages. ?*Tis for want of Peo- 4 

ples experiencing this real Birth of the Spiric 

broug!:t forth, and knowing Freedom in, them- 

ſetves by it, which no Duties or Performances in 

the Will of Man, ; nor entertaining of the moſt 

refined Opinions in Religion can adminiſter, ſhore 

of the Law of the Spirit of Chrilt in their hearts 

*ris for want of this, that People are fo very ap- 

prehenſive, of Difficulty, even to impoſſibility, 

of living a Holy Righteous Life ; which yet is ſo .. 

neceſſiry to our. Salvation, that withour it we Mat. e. I; 

cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven, nor ſee Heb. 13+ 

God: - Nor 1s the way broader, or its Paſſage 14- 

leſs ſtrait and difficult than they tmagine ; nay, 

"ris abſolutely impoſſible for them to walk there- 

in, while they are Immerc'd in their firſt corrupt 

unbridled Nature, which cannot Keep the Law of 

God, while their Luſts and Paſſions are rampant, 

their affeCtions inordinate, and Wills unſubjected, 

and follows the deſires and evil inclinations of 

their Minds without reſtraint, But if they come 

to know another Principle and Power to govern 

their minds, to create in them new clean Hearts, 

to regulate and ſubjeCt their Wills, to ſubdue and 

tame their Paſſions, to limit their Defires, and 

dire& their affections and Inclinations wholly af. 

ter that which is good, to meliorate their Spirits 

throughout, and make them heavenly minded, ha- 

ving an averſion to all Evil, and a great love to 

Vertue and goodneſs: Being thus perfefly tranl- 

formed, where is the extream difficulty now, far 

Fe good Man, out of the good treaſure of his yy, 46 
Heart, 35 


gl. Pet. 2, 


Col. 1.13. 


2 Pet. 1.3. 

Tit 2. 11; 
I Ze 

Phil. 2.12, 


$3. 


Mat. 26, 
$'- 


2 Cor. 14. 
Q. 
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Heart, to bring forth good things ? Will not this 
new well-inclin'd inlide, that now deteſts Ev1], 
and loves and delights in Righteouſneſs, as natu- 
rally follow after, and bring forth that which is 
_ as before he did Evil? Here is no force 
upon Peoples Natures, but they are converted, 
and throughly leavened in another Nature, and 
are In their meaſures Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, which onlv can. Work the Will of God. 
We requeſt our piouſly inclined Neighbours, well 
and ſeriouſly to weigh and conſider, the abſolute 
neceſlity there is for every True Chriſtian thus to 
know 3 their minds moulded and faſhioned a-new 
by the Power and Spirit of Chriſt, working migh- 
tily in them, in order to their plealing God by a 
Holy Righteous Life, having efcaped the cor- 
ruption that is in the World through Juit 3 and 
conſidering that *cis not fo foon attained, as ap- 
prehended_ in the underſtanding to be neceſſary : 
That with all diligence they addreſs themſelves 
to the performing that which is the main and pro. 
per buſineſs of our Lives. Wherefore as it hath 
pleaſed the Divine Power to give us all things per- 
taining to Life and £ Godlinels, ſo let us with a Vigi- 
» lant attention to, and co-working with that grace, 
which to that end 1s given, work out our Salvati- 
on with a reverend fear ; ſince a good (degree of 
attainment herein is ſoon loſt, except there be a 
conftant ſedulous watchfulneſs upon the mind a- 
midit all buſineſs and concerns, to have a check 
upon our words and thoughts, and a diligent 
preſſing forward : For while we live in this World 
we are liable to temptations, and may enter there- 
into alſo, without a ſtrict care and watchfulneſs ; 
our Senſes preſenting many baits to our minds on 
every hand which Satan makes uſe. of to beguile, 
and many Provocations, offer themſelves in our 
Pilgrimagez agaialt all which Gag's Grace 4 
ſut- 


C W 3 


Fcient Armour 3 as our minds are ſeaſoned by it, 


ſo that whereany ſhortneſs is,. *tis through inſin- 
cerity, Negiigence, ' or Inadvertency. 
Oc is it a dangerous heinous Hereſfie that we with 


very many Profcilors of Chriſtianity, believe the. 


Univerſalicy of the Love of God to all Mankind ; 
that God who 1s good to al}, whoſe Mercies ex- 
tends to all tre Works of. his Hands ; is fincere in 
his Intention, and Arteſtation thereof, and doth 
not delign to delude us, when he affirms, That 
as Certainly as he Jives he defires not the death of 
a ſinner, but rather that he would return and 
live ; that God, winſe Love'and mercy is unli- 
mited, doth graciouſly and generouſly offer Sal- 
vation, through Jelus Chriit, (upon certain con- 
ditios to be performed on our part) to all Man- 
Kind, to every individual Man and Woman upon 
the face of the Earth, which is the true Goſpe]- 
meſſage, good Tydings of great Joy, which ſhall 
be to all Peyple, Peace on Earth, and good will 
towards Men; good cauſe indeed to rejoyce, that 
all are within the verge of Mercy and free Par- 
don ; that God is indeed no Refpefter of Perſons, 
but among all Nations and People, he or ſhe 
that fears him, and works Righteouſneſs is of him 
accepted ; and that Chriſt dyed for the ſins of the 
whole World, yea, for every Man ; ſurely then 
all for whom he dyed are thereby put into capa- 
City for Salvation z that ſaving grace hath appear- 
ed to all Men, and manifeſtation of the Spirit is 
given to every Man to profit withal. And that 
none are reprobated, but thoſe that continue to 
be deaf to the Calls of this grace, and reſiſts the 
Spirir, and hides and neglects their Talents *cil 
the day of their Viſitation be over ; and Chritt ſo 
withdraws himſelf, as to ceaſe longer to ſtrive 
with them 3 ſo that the means being taken away, 
they are left co themſclves, and given up to _— 

, NCtS 


Pl. 145-9, 


Ezek. 33- 
1!. & 18, 


23s 


John c. 3. 
v. 14, Ig, 
16, 17. 
Iiai.g5.t. 
Rev. 22. 
I7. 
Rom.g.18, 
Lute 2. 
Io, I4, 
Iſa. 55.7. 
Ezek., c. 
18..', 21, 
22, to the 
end. 


Acts 10, 


3+» 35- 
Joi.2.2, 
Heb. 2.9. 


Tit. S- 37s 


= 


1 Cor. 12, 
7 

ee Pro.c. 
i from Vs 
20. to the 
end, 


Mart. 23, 
37- 


Neh 9.20- 
237 
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Ifa. 63-10. NEfs of Heart ; that being abſent that ſhould pre- 
Pal. 81, y» pare, tender, and mollifie it, that now they can- 
11,12,13. not Repent, Believe, and be Converted. 
If chus to believe be a dangerous and pernicious 
Errour, we confeſs we are Guilty, and not like to 
be otherwiſe ; for we cannot perſwade ourſelves tq 
embrace that Anti-evangelical Opinion, That 
God from all Eternity hath perſonally and condi- 
tionally, without reſpect to their accepting or re- 
jeing the Salvation offer'd in Chriſt, _— 2 
ſome and reprobated others by an immutable De- 
cree, ſo that thoſe who are ſo eleted ſhall cer- 
tainly. be ſaved, Jet them do what they will, for 
God*s Decree, . can't be reverſs'd, let the unſtable 
Mind of Man vary as it will : and thoſe that are 
reprobated were in effe&t damned thouſands of 
| Years before they were born, ſo that their Salva- 
| tion 1s put beyond all hope, Jet them ſeek it never 
i fo earneſtly and diligently, and be neves fo deft- 
q rous to ſerve and pleaſe God, For befides, that 
j this ſad Tidings inſtead of glad Tidings, if it 
\ were really true in itſelf, puts an end to the whole 
buſineſs of Religion, by rendering all Worſhip 
and Devotion, all Preaching, -Praying, Afſem- 
biing together, and Haly Living as *twere uſeleſs, 
| by invalidating all whatſoever on Man's part, as 
| nothing contributing (as a neceſſary Condition on 
þ his part to be performed or negleQed) towards | 
his ſalvation or eternal Deſtruction, We dare 
not take up an Opinion fo diametrically oppoſite 
[ to the very Attributes of God, and his repeated 
f Proteſtations to the Contrary, and with ſome 
(; Men thus perſume to arraign his Juſtice, Mercy 
q and Goodneſs; we cannot believe thar God who 
\ is Love itſelf, and Goodneſs itſelf, and hath al- 
I ways manifeſted a wenderful Care and Concern : 
Wiſ. 12. for Man as his darling Creature, it being diſagree- 
I;4 30 able to his Power, to condemn thoſe that have 
nut 
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deſerved to be puniſhed, and having no pleaſure 
in the death of hum that dies, ſhould yet make 
the major part of Mankind, with deſign to damn 
them, unprovok'd thereto, without ever tender- 
ing them Salvationz or that he would make the 
far greater number wholly uncapable of accepting 


Frek, 18. 
22. 

wif, It., 
23, 24- 


the ſalvation tendred them, by putting 1t out of their 


power to perform thoſe Conditions and terms, upon 
which he offers it, and then condemn them to e- 
ternal Miſery for not complying with thoſe Con- 
- ditions that *twas Impoſlible for them to obſerve: 
For He don't only call to all the ends of the Earth 
(which 1mplies all Mankind) to look to him and 
be ſaved, but he hath given to every one a Portt- 


Iſai. 453 
22, 


on of his Spirit to enable them ſo to do, he hath not- 


on]y ſent forth the Son of his Love to ſhed his Blood 
for every Man, to be lifted up as Moſes lifted up the 
Brazen Serpent, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh ; but he alſo draws them, and as 
they wall recelve it, toucheth them with that Divine 


Joh. 3. T4, 
15, 16. 


Joh. 6.44 
45+ 


Magnet that only can incline and impower them 


effectually to turn to that Pole-in which all our 

true Happineſs centers, FR 
But this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men love darkneſs rather 
than light, becauſe their-deeds are evil; and hates 
the light, and will not bring their deeds to it, leſt it 
ſhould reprove them z for whatſoever is reproveable 
is made manifeſt by the light, but men love their 
own broad ways, to purſue the fight of their eyes 
and deſire of their minds, and therefore hate to 
be controPd therein, and reform'd. The Apoſtle 
ſtirring up the Ephe/fians tro Purity of Life, 
and to avoid ſeveral Eyvils there mentioned, faith 
expreſly, Let no man deceive you with vain words, 
for becauſe of thoſe things cometh the wrath of God 
#pon the Children of diſebedience. And in another 
place, That thre. who live after the fleſh die. 20 
. (nat 


Joh. 3. 19, 
20 


Eph.s & 7) 


Eccl,11.9, 


Eph, 5 6, 
To 

Rom. $. 
13, 


Prov. 6. 
23. 
Ga!, 6. 8. 


3 Tim, 2. 


$3» 4+ 


Rev. 3.20. 


Luk. 16. 


41, 42- 
Matth.23+« 


37+ 
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that *tis for want of Peoplesembracing the Means, 
and bringing their. Deeds to the Light of Chriſt 
in their Hearts, and heeding the Reproofs of In- 
ſtrution, which is the Way of Life, for want of 
ſowing to the Spirit, and by it mortifying rhe 
Deeds of the Fleſh, that People are loit and ſen- 
renced to Perdition, and not becauſe they were pers 
ſonally and inconditionally reprobated from all 
Eternity, God who is Lord of all, is gracious 
unto all, and would have all Men to be ſave? : but 
they diſobey the Call of God, and ::1:& his c7- 
fers, and reſiſt the Strivings, of his Spirit, -nd 
are deaf to thoſe Knocks uf our Saviour for Nee 
ception and Entertainment in their Hearts, and 
chuſe and prefer the Preſcnt World. and will not 
deny themſelves to follow Chiiſt, *Tis rct as 
theſe Men ſay, becauſe S:!vation was never with 
in their reach :. If *twere nor, what muſt we rh:ink ; 
Were thoſe feigned Tears r':en that our Saviour 
ſhed over Jeruſalem, When the Day of its Viſita- 
tion was over? Saying alſo, How ofien would [ 
have gathered thee as a hen gathers her cl. ickens, but 
you Wouid not; not you could not. 

If any Men can be ſo hardy as to entertain an 
Opinion ſo derogatory to the Juſtice, Mercy, 
Love, and Paterna] Care of God, and repugnant 
to the Goſpel-meſſage, we cannot but admire-what 
ſhould induce them to obtrude it upon oth-rs, and 
urge itat though *twas a neceſſary point to bz beli.y- 
ed in the Chriſtian Religion ; for we cannot appre- 
hend how this begets Love to God, increaſeth 
Faith in Chriſt, and raiſeth our Veneration for 
him, cxcites to Diligence, and encourages Piety, 
which 1s that which advanceth true religion ; but 
on the contrary, that it tends to the induJging ſome 
in a Security, and procure in others a ſlight Ef. 


' teem of the Death and Sacrifice of Chriſt, as being 


partial, and caſts them into Deſpond, and probably 
may 


CF 
may encourage both to gratify the Defires of their 


Minds to the full extent, fince nothing can alter 
ſuch a ſuppoſed Decree of God one way or the 


other : Yet we deny not the Preſcience of God, 


who fore-knows all tnings, things paſt, preſent, 
and to come, being at once preſent to him; ſo 
thatit may be ſaid, ſuch who believe in Chriſt with 
that living aCtive Faith that works by Love, and 
and excites to Obedience, and perſevere therein 
unto the end, and ſo knows Salvation by him, are in 
him in whom the EleEtion 1s before the World 
began ; and that thoſe who lo believe nor, . but re- 
Ject the Tenders of his Love, and by perſiſting in 
Diſobedience, neglefts fo great Salvation, are 
condemned already, Nor do we deny ſuch a 
Perference as that ſome are made Stewards over 
more, and ſome fewer Talents, according to 
which their Improvement ought to be: Where 
much is given much 1s required, and where leſs 
is given leſs is required ; for God is juſt and equal] 
in all his Ways, he is not a hard Maſter, that he 
Mould exaC&t or expect more than the Improve- 
ment of his own :. Had he that received but 
one Talent, imploy'd it, and made it two, we 
doubt not but it had been accepted ; for we be- 
lieve that none are from Eternity abſolutely ex- 
cluded without any Talent, and that a Day alſo 
is afforded -wherein *tis poſſible for them to im- 
prove it. So that though the Grace may work 
more powerfully in ſome than in others, yet are 
all left without Excule. 

There is yet another Opinion dependant on 
- this, which we cannot receive neither, as they 
ſtate it, for which our Oppoſlers think very ill of 


us ; that is, once 1n a ſtate of Grace and ever fo; 


that there 1s no Total or final falling away from 
_ Grace, How this Doctrine promotes true Zeal 
and Piety, and improves Chriſtianity, we can'c 
| ; UN» 


Mat. 2g. 
14, tothe 
28. 


Rev. 2. 5. 


3.16, 


E. 0-7 
underſtanding, nor ſee no other reaſon why its 
Votaries ſhouſd be ſo fond of it, but becauſe *tis 
concordant to that of Perſonal Ele&tion and Re- 
probation 3 ſo that thoſe wno imbrace the one, 
are bound to believe the other : Burt otherwilc, 
certainly it tends rather to ſNlacken than Spur on 
People to that care and diligence, and conſtant 
unwearied watchfulneſs to Prayer, which our 
Lord ſo much exhorted to, and the Apoitlrs to 
ſolicitouſly preſſes the Saints every-where to be 
found in, as of abſoJute neceſſity. What <clſe 
means thoſe Promites of Reward in the Revelations, 
to thoſe who ſhould overcome' and hold out to 
the end, but to ingage them to a conſtant Perſe- 
verance ? Or. what needed it, if *twere 1m- 
poſſible for them to fall ſhort z who I 
ſuppoſe none will deny to have heen in a ſtate of 
Grace ? And the Church of Epheſus was threater;. 
ed to have their Candleſtick removed, if they re- 
pented not, and did their firſt works; and that of 
Laogicea tobe ſpewed out of his Mouth, Who 
can ſay thoſe fooliſh Virgins in the Parable were 
not oAC2 In a ſtate of Grace, whoſe l.amps were 
once lighted and burning, es well as trimm'd, or 
elſe they could not properly be faid to be gone 
out.z Or that thoſe were not called by Saving 
Grace, in whoſe Hearts the Heavenly Seed ſprung 


5-8. up, and for a time Profper'd *til the Bryars and 


Thorns, the over-care and concern about the 
things of this Life, choak'd it ; *cwas not that 
they had no Gay of Viſitation from God, where. 
in they might have wrought out their Salvation, 
had they continued to make the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and its Righteouſneſs, their firſt and 
chiefeſt -Choice, and placed their treaſure there, 
and diſcntangled themtelves from thoſe unneceſlary- 
Cares; the Seed that was fown and ſprung up, 
was the very ſame with that which in the honeſt 
heart brought forth fruit abundantly, Surge 
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Surely Paul that Great Apoſtle was not of 
theſe mens Opinian, when after he had long La- 
boured in the Goſpel, takes care to keep. under 
his, Body, leaſt while he Preach'd to others 
he himſelf ſhould be Caſt-away, whom yer we 
doubt not, but thev will grant was then eff-&tu- 
ally called, and in a ſtate of Grace. And the 
Author to the Hebrews writing 10 the third Chap- 
ter, to thoſe he calls holy Bretheren, anc Partakers 
of the Heavenly Calling, Verie the i2th, exhorcs 
them to take heed leaſt there was in any of them an 
evil Heart of Unbelicf in departing from the 
Living God. And again, Chap. 4. 1. Let us 
arte fear leſt a promile being left us of entring his 
 reft, (Surely then not eternally reprobated) ary 
of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it. Verſe 12. Let 
us Labour therefore to enter that reſt, leſt any man iy 
after the ſame example of unbelief., Again ' Chap. 6 
Verſes 4, 5, 6. ſpeaking of thoſe who had hee 
enlightened, and had taſted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
that had taſted the good Word of God, and the 
Powers of the World to come, (ſhew'd ſigns that 
they were effcctually call'd, and in a ſtate of 
grace) that if they ſhould fall away *rwould be 
Impoſſible to renew them again to Repentance 3 
not becauſe they were eternally reprobated, bur 
becauſe they crucified to themſelves the Son of 
God afreſh, becauſe they grieved his good Spirit, 
and rejeRted the Means : Hath not the Lord faid, fret 18, 
If a righteous man turns from. his righteouſneſs, 2. 26. 
he ſhall die: Who can be righteous without the ard c. 33. 
aſſiſtance of God's Grace ? No Man can make ** 58 
himſelf ſo; *cis not in Man to direct his own 
Ways ; and yer it ſeems, *tis. Poſſible jor him to 
fall from it, afrer he hath lived ſo long under its 
conduct as by it to be made righteous, ahd one 
would think ſhould then be fanciifacd www, Our 

C I2 


t::Cors 9. 
27, 


John rx. 


bh 2» ©; 0. 


fon 15, 
LO, 


Atat 43-2. 
At» i7.50. 


Rom. r, 


» 


(7 


Saviour faith of himſelf, / am the true vine, ye are 
the branches my Father is the buſhand-man, every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit be taketh away, 
Again, If a man abide not in me, he is caſt jorth 
as a branch and is Wityered, Surely thoſe who are - 
Branches in Chritt, while fo, are accepred of the 
Father; and yer it ſeems *tis poſſible for them to 

1] away and be cut off as withered Branches 
whence heeoftcn repeats this Condition, if ye abide 
in me ; and preſent]y he faith, the way to continue 
in his I.ove was to do his Willi, as he had that of his 
Father's, and continued in his Love. But though 
v'e cannot embrace their Opinion, for their Rea- 
Jons, and as they ftate It, but that tis poſſible 
for People to make a conſiderable Progreſs in 
Grace, and yet for want of a careful and conſtant 
Watchfulneſs ro that Grace they may fall away : 
Yer we bclieve ſuch a Sate and growth in Grace - 
through a vigilant Actention thereto, and ſuch a 
degree of Faith attainable, as that there 1 15NO more 
going forth, 

But that which feems to be our capital Error, 
and the top of all their Charge, and that which is 
to Hence all Peal's in our behalf, is our omitting 
the uſe of the Ordinances (ſo called) of Baptiſm 
and Bread, and Wine. 7ohbn indeed. as the next 
Immediate Fore-runner of Chriſt to prepare his 
Way, gave an Alarm to the Zerws that were fo 
fecure under the Law of Moſes, and proclaim*d 
the Ringdom of Heaven at hand, and the time 


- coine wherein, God Commanded the eros, as well as 


others every- whone to repent ; *twas not ſufficient 
for them to go on in finning, and then offer choſe 
reſpective Sacrifices vhich the Law enjoyr'd them 
for the fame, but now the Wrath of God was near 
to be reveal'd from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs 
and Unrighteouſnels of Men : *rwas not ſufficient 
to decks and make clean the outlids of the-Cus 
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and Platter, but the infide was to be clean'd, and Mat. 29. 

then the outſide would be clean alſo. The Axe 25, 26: 

was. now laid to. the root ; and eyery Tree that 

brought not forth good Fruit was to be hewn , 

down. The Law of Moſes took hold on «xterior 

Acfts and could not make peifect as pertaining to x,y, . p 

the Conſcience, but now that Diſpenſation was a- , Cor. 15, 

bout to be eſtabliſhed that comes nearer home, 5. | 

and takes cognizance of the very Thoughts, that James 2. 

Sin be not ſo much as conceived by the Will's *5' 

Joyning thereto, Wherefore Zobn was ſent to ad- 

miniſter the Baptiſm of Repentance as a lively 

Figure of that which was preſently after to follow ; 

for John's Baptiſm was not capable to produce 

this Efte& upon the Mind : and he himſelf teſtifies, 

-That though he baptized them with water;- yet he that 

came after him, that was before him, and more Ho- 

nourable than he, /hould baptize them with the Holy 

Ghoſt, and with fire, that hrs fan was in his hand, Matt. e. g. 

and that 'twas he ſhould throughly purge bis floor.. V+ 1, 12+ 

Which is the great Work that 1s to be done under 

his Goſpel-diſpenſation, to take away the Sins of 

the World, and diſtroy the Works of the Devil, 

to purifie Peoples Hearts, and make them ſpiritu- 

ally minded ; this is the-proper Effects of Chrift's 

laſting Baptiſm, not the waſhing away of the Filth 

of the Fleſh, bur the anſwer ot a good Conſcience 

towards God, to purge our: Confciences from dead 1 Pet 3. 

Works, to ſerve the Living God in Newneſs-of 2: 

Life. The Baptiſm of Chrift is but one, and 

thoſe who by it are baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, are Ephel, 4. 
baptized into his Death, and their old Man cruct- wh 6. 2, 

' fied with him, that the Bofly of Sin may be de- and. v. 6, 

ſtroy'd, and they no longer ſerve Sin; becauſe 7» 8, 11. 

they that are dead with Chriſt-are freed from Sin, 

and made alive to God, to live a holy Righteous, 

Life: Theſe are the bleſſed EBeats of the Bapiim 

of the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, and Bens fits that re- 
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Z'ech. 13. dound to thoſe who are in truth waſhed by Chrift 


in that holy Laver which entitles us to a part in 
him ;” *cis ovr cheifeſt Concern to know this ins 
warc ſpiritual Baptiſm of Chriſt, that our Hearty 
may be waſhed, purified, and ſanctified by the 
Spirit of God ; and that we really put on 
Chriit, and are in him who 1s the Subſtance, in 
whom the Types ended. TJohn knew and forerold 
himſelf that he mult decreaſe, but Chriſt mult 1ns 
creaſe 3 he doth not ſay, I ſhall ceaſe preſently at 
once, fo ſoon as Chriſt's Baptiſm takes place ; bue 
I muſt decreaſe, but were Water-baptiſm ro continue 
always amongſt Chriſtians, then wouJd not 7chx 
decreaſe e: Nor. will it folve this Allegation, that 
*rwas aboliſht-as John's, and inſtituted a-new as 
Chritt's, for then hath Chriſt his different Goſpels 
bapriſms, which 1s erronious. 

We grant that ſome of the Apoſtles did uſe 
Warer-baptiſm for a time, but we believe *twag 
rather in compliance with the Circumſtances of 
Time than of neceſility, and in condelcention to 
the Weakneſs of Believers in the very Infancy of 
the Church, and even the ſame Age wherein John 
baptized, who was not only' a true Meſlenger of 
God in his time, but had gained great Credit a» 
mong the People, and his Memory and M-flage 
could not foon be forgotten 3 nor was It caſte to 
draw them from a Practice that but juſt before 
was acknowledged to be of Divine Authority : 
For we find the Apoſtles tolerated the believing 
Jews to live in certain Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Mo/aical Law, notwithſtanding the MESSIAH 
was come in the Fleſh and abrogated them ; fo 
difficult *tis to difengage People from thoſe things 
wherein they have been edacated, and to which 
their Minds are once glewed, and ſome of them 
would have had the believing Gentiles come under 
that Yoak and bc circumcikcd, which Pal their 
great 
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great Apoſtle withſtood, ſeeing beyond 11] thoſe 
Things, knowing that the Kingdom 0: God was 
not Meats and Drinks, but Rightcoulnefts, Peace, 
an Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and not.in Word but 
Power, not divers Waſhings and carnal Orcinan- 
ces, which were Shadows and to- periſh, bur the 
Boily is of Chriſt, and thoſe that arc in him, arc 
in him compleat, believing that it they were cir- 
cumcited, Chriſt ſhould profit them nothing ; and 
yer we ſce ſuch was his Condelcention, that he 
himſelf notwithſtanding circumciſed Timotiy, and 
wiztn he was at Feruſalem ſhaved his. head, Ec. 
behaving himſelt as a Zewv, for the Sakes of thote 
wiio{aw not fo far as himfelf, And. notwithitand- 
i327 he was {uch a laborious and zealous Publiſher 
of the Goſpel, yet we find he baptized. but very 
few, and thanks God that he baptized no more, 
( ſurely *twas not then eſlzntial tro rhe Goſpel ) but 
ſaich plainly, That he was not fent ro Baptize, 
bur to preach the Goſpel, and ro turn People from 
Darkneſs to Light, from the Power of Satan to 
GoJ, who had delivered them from the Power of 
Darkneſs, and tranſlated them iato the Kingdom 
of his dear Son; ?®tis this that is of abſolute Ne- 
ceſlicy to our Salvation.z he did not then Biptize 
becauſe ſome others did it, which yet 1s as large a 
Commiſſion as perhaps any pretend to now-a-diys, 
Of which we ſay as he did of Circumciſion (tho? 
we do not grant *cts the Seal of the Covenant, and 
introduced in room pf Circumcifion as ſome will 
have it, but without Scripture-authority) Bapritm 
or no Baptiſm availeth any thing ſhore of a new 
Creature, which 1s the trueſt Sign of Poſlciling the 
inward Spiritual Grace, and of being in Chriſt, 
and is beyond all viſtble Signs whatlocever : The 
A poſtles having thus indulJged it, *tis no Wonder 
that *rwas continued, and, fince got footing 1Nnder 
the Degeneracy, for as Curraption entred the 
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Church, and was encreaſed, the Spirit and life of 


.Caritianity was more and more eclipſed, and the 


Minds of its Profeſſors grew darker, and then aG- 
hered more to external Performances ; and not 


only continued thit which had been uſed by their 


Predec-ffors, or at leaſt ſomething in its ſtead, 

but by Degre:s added more Rites and Ceremonies z 
and at length b-g1n to trim and deck that Religt- 
on that in itſ-If was pliin ſimple, and homely, 
and conſiſted more in Power and Divine Love, 
than outward Obſervations; which in Proceſs of 
Time was fo dreſt and garnithr, that its Auguſt 
Splendour became inviting ro others, Under this 
Degeneracy in D-gree ſpr ung up Infant-Baptiſm, 
a meer humane Invention, without any Scriptures 
authority eitner by Precept or Practice ; whcere- 
ſore for thoſe who do not uſe Baptiſm, as "was 
inſtituted under its proper Diſpenſation, lo up- 

braid us for neglecting ity 1s abſurd and unrea- 
fonable. 

But that which makes the loudeſt Out-cry of all 
is our Difuſe of the Sacrament. fo called of Bread 
ang Wine, *tis this is that Peſtilent mortal Error 
that in our Oppoſler's Account, renders us worſe 
then the Papilts, whatever ?*tis that makes us the 
Snawn of the Jefuites, which with ſeveral others 
are Epithets, that to be ſure were Calculated, tho” 
unjultly, to render us as odious as may b2 to the 
Pcople, and carry a great dealof Rancour in them, 
and favours of too' much Gall, to* proceed from 


2. the meek Spitit of Chriſtianity, that teacheth to 


be at Peace with, and have Charity for all that 
call on the L.ord out of a pure heart: But whe- 
ther upon the whole Matter we deſerve this ſe- 
vere bitter Cenſure, 'or whether, thoſe that 1o lis 
berally beſtow it upon us, have a juſt right tg 
ca{t the firſt Stone, 1s what we defire qur ſober 
Neighbours to confzucr, and not judge us ao by 
| whole 
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wholeſale, from an implicit Belief of what others 


fay of us. We are not ignorant of the great Noiie 
and Stir there hath been about this in Chriſten lom, 
to the ſcandalizing Chriftianiry among both Jew: 
and Turks : The Papiſts have improv'd it to 
downright Idolatry, affirminy *tis the real Body 
and Blood, and as ſuch adores it, (one would 
think *twere better let alone) others, that Chriſt 
IS in it, tho' they know not-how : One faith *cis this, 
agother *tis thatz while they all ſeem to expect that 
from it which it doth not neceſſarily adminiſter ; 


for want of .diſtinguiſhing between that Bread of 


Life that came down from Heaven, that Fleth and 
Blood of Chriſt, Which-giveth Life to all that feed 
thereon, by which they dwell in him -and he in 
them, and that Supper which was eaten by the 
Primitive Chriſtians in Commemoration ' of his 
Death and Sacrifice z which are not ſo connext, as 

that the one neceſſarily includes the other, is Ex- 
perience abundantly teſtifies, would Peovle but be 
true to themſelves hereinz, how many are there 


John 6. 
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that receive this from Year to Year, who yet com- | 


Plain all their Lives of Deadneſs, Dryicſs and 
Leanneſs of Soul, and want of Power, ' not receiv- 
ing that renewing of Lite and Spiritual Strength 
that is propoſed. 1" it, and fo but an empty Sna- 
dow indeed; for how can they in tru:h expect to 
feed on Chri& ſpiritually in their hearts, who will 
not admit that he really dwells in his Saints, but 
eſteem it an Error in thoſe that do ; however, we 
believe all People onght to be well perſuaded in 
their own Minds, and fſ-riouſly confiderate in 
theſe and other religious Practiles, and not take 
up Things meerly raditionally, becauſe others da 
it 3 nor ought they to be vehemently preit to or 
againſt Things not abſolutely effential to Salvati- 
on, in which their Underſtandings arc not clear ; 
nor ſhould any be ſcoft 'or reproacht for thofe 
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Things which to them are Matter of Conſcience, 
and therefore Sacred, though to others It may ap- 
pear of leſs Moment ; a PraRtice that is a oreat 
Shame among People profcfling Chriſtianity. 
Nor do we judge and condemn thoſe that are 
found in the Practice either of this or Water-bap- 
tiſm as *twas Primitively uſed, whoſe ſober, Chri- 
ſian, circumſpect Lives witneſſeth to their ſincere 
Intentions herein, who may be conſcientiouſly 
tender in it, and fearful]. ro omit 1t, ?cil they are 
otherwiſe fully Perſwaded : Burt to us, to whom 
the Barrenneſs and Emptineſs of theſe outward 
viſible Things are manifeſt, we cannot continue 
therein, yieJdinz no true Soul-Satigfaftion, nor 
adminiſtring .any inward Spiritual Grace to us, 
Wherefore naving taſted that the Lord 1s good 
and gracious, we wait for the ſincere Milk of thar 
Word by which we have been begotten to God, 
that we may receive ſtrength thereby, and orbw 
- in Grace, and the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and a greater Ac quaintance with that true 


- inward Spiritual Communion and Fellowſhip with 


him, whercin he ſups with his Saints, and they 
2nd receives [.ife by him, who dwells 
in them, and they in him; as the Members are 


Joynea tothe Head, and partakes of 1ts Life, and 


LV th by it; or the Branches to the Vine, which 
receives Life, Vertue and Nouriſhment from 
him whereby Fruit is brought forth to tne Glory 
of God, and well pleaſing to him. *T 15 not 
ſufficicat that we participate hereof once a Month 
or Quarter, bur as the ers had their Manna, 
freſh every Morning, fo ought we to receive 4 
daily ſup ply, and renewing of ſtrength in our 
inward Min, by eating that Heavenly Bread, 
that nouriſhcth up to Eternal Life, and drinking 


py Plenrifully of that Well of Living- Water, which 


for as 


in the Saints ſprings up to Life Eternal ; : 
in 
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in God we live, move, and have our very being 3 
ſo is Chriſt the true and proper Lite of the 1n- 
ward Man by which it truly lives to GaJ, nor 
can it live but by him, Thoſe that are begoiten * 
to God by the Word of Life, and are born again 
of the Spirit, are priviledged thus to iced on 
Chriſt, and enjoy him, which none can do that 
are not firſt quickened and made alive by him ; 
none can receive Life, . Sap and Vertue from him 
as Head and Vine, that are.not firft joyned ta 
him as Members and Branches of him; nmr is ic 
ſufficient to-make People Members of Chriſt, and 
give them admittance to feed on him, 1n that they 
were ſprinkled when-Infants, &c, as we have al- 
ready expreſs'd, though they ſhould cat Bread 
and drink Wine all their days. 

Since then we no lels enjoy the Subſtance with- 
out the Sign, why may we not OMiIr it, as cither 
being but temporary, or not of abſolute neceliity, 
as well as our Oppoſers do that which was inſti- 
tured. (to. ule their own term) at the ſame time, 
and with as great ſolemnity, and greater formali- 
ty, and was no lels poſlitively commanded under 
the ſame pretence ? Why may not the lame _Au- 
thority abſolve us from the uſe of this, and excuſe 
us from being chargeable with the breach of a | 
Command of. Chrift, as releafe them from waſh- Joh. 13.4- 
ing one anothers Feer, and ſecure them from the 5-914,15- 
like cenſure? As allo that of the Apoltles, con- 
cerning things ſtrangled and Blood, and that of Ade T% 
Fames anointing the Sick with Oil? Why ſhould zo, 43 
they be thus partial? Have we not good reafon Jum 5* 
to conclude, that if theſe had not been long fince 14s 15: 
laid down, they would have cleav*d as clole to 
them ; and that had thoſe of Bapuſm, and Bread 
and Wine been then diſcontinued allo, they would 
be now as eafie under its omiſſion ; for Tradition, 
Cuſtom, and Education, makes greater imprefii- 
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ons on Mens minds than perhaps every one may 
be ſenſible of ; nor is it an eafie Task art firit 
to move them from thoſe things to which they 
have been faſtned by it. Would but People 
wholly relinquiſh theſe Prejudices, and conſider 
it impartially, *tis probable there may appear no 
fuch real difference, as juſtly to omit the one, 
and yet with equal reaſon to continue the other ; 
ſince *tis not that Bread that gives life to the Soul, 
nor doth neceſſarily include it, but that Chriſt 
may be, and 1s received, and fed on withour it, 
Nor that thoſe can be thought to forget his Death 
and Sacrifice who ſenſibly partake of the Benefits 
thereof, and purſue its Ends ; who are taucht 
and aſſiſted by him to live a godly righteous L. ite, 
and bears about in them the Marks of the Dying 
of our Lord Jelusz; who died for all, that thoſe 

who live thould no longer live to themſelves, ful- 
filling the delires of their minds, but to him that 
died for them 3; rhat through the Power of his 
Reſurrection they may mortike the: Deeds of the 
Fleth, and have Fellowſhip with his Sufferings, 
in whom his Life is made manifeſt z neither can 
thole who acknowledge his Death and Sacrifice, 
and partake from time to time of this Bread and 
Wine in memory of it, and yet are not by- him 
redeemed from a vain Converſation, and made 
conformable to his Death, and ſo feed on him as 
to Participate of that Life that comes by him, in 
any-wiſc eicape Damnation, Ict the Pretenlions be 
what they will. 

Since then God hath repleniſhr our Hearts with 
his Grace, and hath not with-held his Heavenly 
Manna from us, but Caily owns us by his comfor- 
table Preſcnce, to our great fatisfaction,. under 
the Qmiſiton of thele things, {upplying our Wants 
and Neceffities as we have recourſe unto him in 
tat which ever hatin acccis uatlo nin, having our 

CO[L- 


(43 ) 


continual Dependency on him, who enables and 


ftrengthens thoſe of us * that retain our 
Primitive Sincerity and Inregrity, to lead 
a Sober, Pidus; Chriſtian Life, as becomes 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is the certain 
Product of Spiritual Grace; and foraſmuch 
as our Oppoſers acknowledge it to be but 
an outward viſible Sign, and dare not ſay 
that the inward Spiritual Grace 1s tied tO 
It, nor that *tis of abſolute neceſlity to 
Salvation ; with what Reaſon do they Un- 
Chriſtian us, and ſo load us with Calum- 
nies and Accuſations on this Account, 
uſing it as an Inſtance to blacken us, and 
condemn in groſs our whole Chriſtian Pro- 


* Far we intend 
not to Apologize 
for thoſe who tho? 
they may be call'd 
by our Name, yet 
liveloofly and walk 
dilorde:ly, andaie 
Blemiſhes and a 
Grief to us; which 
yet oug ht tobe im- 
puted to their In- 
lincerity cor Un- 
watchfulneſs, and 
not to the In-ſuth- 
ciency of thePrin- 
ci-ple they pretend 


feſſion, principally from hence, as though to, 


*rwere the chief Thing that conſtitutes a- Chri- 
ſtian, and entitles him to the Benefits that come 
by Chriſt. 

What thall we think then of perhaps more than 
two parts in three of their own Afſembly,, who 
no more practice this than do we, and yet are 
many of them as ſober People, and if we may 
know (as Chriſt directs us) by their Fruits, are 
doubtleſs as near the Kinidoak, and vo lefs in a 
State of Grace, than are thole who fo exult In, 
and value themſelves upon this Performance 

which however it may bound and diltinguith Dar- 
ticular Societies and Communions, *cis cerialn 10 
Obſervations nor Performances ſhort of being ru- 
led and governed by the-Spirit of Chrilt, as Head, 
can entitle us to a Memberſhip in hin}; we may 
make a ſpecious Shew, and carry a Syſtem of D:- 
vinity in our Heads, bur if he rules not in our 
Hearts we are none of his. ?T were well they were 
as thoughtful to fulfil all Righteouſneſs in every 
Reſpect, and as zealouſly careful and concern*d 
to obſerve and punRcually perform all ihe Com- 
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mands and InjunCctions to which the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion obligeth them, and to qualify tizemſclves 
ro be rightful Inhericors of thoſe Bleſſings and 
Promiſes pronounced by our Savioury as they te- 
naciouſly adhere to this, as tho? were indeed the 
Sum both of Mens Duty and Enjoyments, and 
that their Salvation turned upon this very Pin ; 
which yet People .may perform while their Wills 
are unſubdued, and Luſts unmortified. But we 
find thar Men have been apt enough to be buſily 
employed abour Mint, Annis, and Cummin, 
whillt they neglef&t the weightier Matters, to run 
into, and cry up, and maintain thoſe exteriour 
Parts of Religion, that are reconcilable to an Un- 
converted State. 

If the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity were leſs taken 
vÞ about Signs and Shadows, and nice and unne- 
cenary” Scrutinies and DiſtinQions wherewith they 
perpiex it, and. more devoted to obſerve the 
Anh x 1mportant, and indiſpenſable Precepts 
of Chriſt, and demonſtrate the Power that Chri- 
{tianity hath over their Minds, by affording ſtg- 
nal Inttances of their being his true Diſciples, and 

T:12htful Heirs of his Kingdom, being in meaſure, 
inveſted with his Divine Vertues and Graces, We 
thould have leſs Envy, Variance, Back-biting, 
and Detrattion, which weakens the common In- 
tzreſt of Piety, and gives our common Enemy an 
Acvantage over us. It all that means well aid 
but \puriue Vertu?, love it, and encourage It 
where-ever 1t appears, and hate Vice and Evil in 
all, and diicountenance it every where, and make 

theſes the Meaſure of their Chriſtian Charity, ra- 
ther than Paralle] Opinions in leffter Matters, 
*rwould bring us nearer together, and more ad- 
vance True Piety, than all their contending about 
diftzrent Appretenſions in Things far lefs effenrial. 
God, who rcyards not Names, but Natures, 
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knows among all Nations and People who are 
his; and the Rule he left us to know alfo was 
their Fruits, their Actions being the exertion. of 
their Wills; all Mankind are either under the 
Power and CondudCt of the Spirit of God, or elfe 
of the Devil ; all are either Carnal or Spiritual- 
minded, and as 1s the ſpring and bent of their 
Deſires and Aﬀections, fo 1s their Actions ; each 
Birth have their proper Product, which are con- 
trary to each other, So that let what Notions or 
Opinions ſocever poſſeſs Mens Heads, they 
Jive according to that Spirit and Principle that 
governs their Hearts. We cannot gather Grapes 
of Thorns, nor Figs of Thriſtles; no Fountain 
ſends forth bitter Water and ſweet at the ſame. 
time. *Tis an Evangelical Truth, -Thoſe that 
live in envy and Strife, and bring forth the Fruits 
of the Fleſh, are of their:Father the Devil; and 
thoſe who by the. Spiric mortifies thoſe corrupt 
Luſts and Aﬀections, and bring forth the Fruits 
of the Spirit, adorning the Doctrine of God our 
Saviour, by a Sober, godly, righteous Life, are 
of God ; for herein the Children of God are ma- 
nifeſt from the Children of the Devil. 

Thus have we candidly, though briefly, . ex- 
preſt our real Opinion and Belief in. thoſe Points 


Gal. 5.79, 
20,21,22, 
23, 24. 

Eph. 5. 9. 
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in which we apprehend our Adverſaries have en- 


deavour'd moiſt to expoſe us, which we hope 
may prove Satisſaftory to thole who are not re- 
ſolved to think ill of us : but to ſpeak fully to 
every Critical, trifling Objeftion, were a tedious 
Taſk, as well as vaſtly beyond the Extent of our 
Deſign. We requeſt our ſerious Neighbours to 
hear and ſee for themſelves, and not to take 
things upon truſt from others, and to judge the 
things they know not, bur condemn us by hear- 
ſay ; don't be impoſed upon by thoſe whoſe 


peeviſh humours would have all do like themſelves 
who 
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who either look not at all, or but very coyly: ins 
to the Books of thoſe they -have taken a Per a- 
gainſt, whoſe Perſwaſion in ſome things differs 
from what they have pronounced Orthodox, as 
tho? Trurh were their Peculiar incloſure, which. 
yet certainly argues either a great deal of Preju- 
dice, or a feeble and fleeting Judgment, that 
dares not truſt_ itſelf : Were our Books ſtutt with 
ſuch palpable Errors as 1s ſuggeſted, ſurely *rwere 
not ſo dangerous reading them: Who fears to 
read the Alchoran? Bur on the contrary, *tis a 
ſtrong indication that they contain much truth z 
for as 'tis the Proper Objzct of the Underſtanding, 
ſo where it appears with a clear Evidence, an- 
{wering to Peoples own Experience, *cis very 
forcible and prevalent upon the Minds of thoſe 
who diligently ſeek it for love of it, and willingly 
depoſite all pre-ingagements of Mind in its diſqui- 
ſition. BÞ then fo juſt to us, and kind ro your 
ſelves, as to relinquich all Prejudice and Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions, and impartially examine the truth of 
theſe things ; ſearch the Sacred Scriptures dili- 
gently, with an inclination rather to find and em- 
brace Truth, than to ſupport a received Opinion 
try whether *tis ſo or not, comparing it with 
your own Experiences and the Witneſs of God in 
your own Hearts. [Though our Belief in ſome of 
thele Particulars don't exactly quadrate to that df 
cur Oppoſers, it don't therefore neceſflari]ly fol- 
low, *tis not agreeable tro Truth and Scripture ; 
nor can they give us any infallible aſſurance, that 
their Conceptions are a true Standard of Truth, 
notwithitanding they vend their Apprehenſions 
as the only Orthodox, yes, and are di{pleaſed roo 
with thoſe that can't be determined by them. 

We have no deſign carrying on behind the Curs 
tain, howſoever our Sober Demeanour may be 
uncharitably { not to ſay maliciouſly.) inſinuated; 
d AS 
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23 only a Cover of Sheeps Cloathing upon the 
Wolves Nature ; and our moſt ſolemn'Declarati- 
on of our Belief in ſeveral Religious Points (being 
undeniable Truths) conſttued, and ſuggeſted by 
ſome Men as only a fair cover wherewith we 
guild over our Poylon, that it may pals the leſs 
tuſpeted, and be the more glibly ſwallowed, 
What think you, 1s not this the heighth. of Pre- 
judice and Envy in the abſtra&t ;- ' Would they 
themſelves be content to be thus interpreted? We 
have no intent to decoy and trapan People, that 
we ſhould walk under a diſguiſe, which Iatrigues 
uſually have intercſt at one end of them, which \ 
can't be our caſe, who neither: give nor take 
Money for Preaching ; fo that the increaſe of our 
Numbers will not fill our Coffers. - We have no 
other Intereſt to promote, but the Advancement 
of True Piety and Chriſtianity :: And having 
Love and Good-will to all People, more eſpeci- 
ally to thole whoſe nrinds are awakened, and 
Hearts warmed, having true fervent Deſires, and 
living Breathings towards God, thirſting after a 
nearer and more ſatisfaftory knowledge of, and 
acquaintance with him, than barely a profeſſion 
and hear-ſay of him, and therefore what we have 
found advantageous, aſliſtant and-ſatisfaftory-to + 
us, in our unwearied' purſuit after Peace with him, 
that we recommend to others, We call People 
home to the Gift of God in themſelves, which 
only can -do them good, that: every one may 
know the good Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls for 
themſelves, and hear and know his Voice in them, 
from that of a ſtranger, and learn of him and 
follow him, who.is pure, and ever leads to Puri- 
ty and Holineſs, that ſo-his offering up of him- 
ſelf for them, may be of benefit to them, and 
they experience the great' Salvation of God; for 


mprels this uyor« your Minds, and take it along 
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with you, That notwithſtanding our Saviour 
hath 'paid a Ranſom for us, and made an Atton- 
ment through the precious Blood of his Croſs z 
yet if we experience not the end of his Coming, 
and Death effefted, and anſwered in our- 
ſelves, it ſhall avail. us nothing ;z except we know 
him a Savioor and Supporter nearz except we 
know a Principle of Divine Light and Life, to 
1luminate our. Minds to revive and warm our 
Janguiſhing Hearts, to beget and increaſe true 
Love to God, and the living Faith, that gives 
victory to convert us, and govern our Thoghts, 
to renew and regulate our Wills, and Iimic our 
Deſires, and bridle our Tongues, excite holy In- 
clinations, and keep up a due Heat in our Chri- 
{tianity; and ftrengthens our Minds in that which 
is good and. well-pleaſing to God : Except we 
know theſe things in and for our. ſc]ves, all our 
outhide ſhew of Religion 1s but vain, and our pro- 
feſhon of Chriſt. ſhall profit us nothing, but we 
ſhall lye down in forrow at Jaſt; for rone are 
Chriſt's, but thoſe that have his Spirit, and are 
influenced by it; norareany Children of God, bur 
thoſe that areled by the Spirit of God ; which begets 
in the Mind a deteſl tation of Sin and Evil. and a love 
ro Purity, Goodneſs and Vertue ; wherefore, laying 
alide all ſtrifeand animolities, all envy and evil.ſp-aks 
ing, Jet us abhor that which is Evil, and cleave 
to that, which is Good, and addreſs our ſelves 
with a due and humble Application to the accom- 

liſhment of that moſt concerning and Important 
Atﬀair of our Lives, the working out our $alvati- 
on. And let every one follow the Lord faith- 
fully, according to what is made known to them, 
knowing that we ſhall be judged according to our 
Knowledge, and that *twill be happy»for thoſe 
whoſe Wills and Performances correſpond with 


their Underſtandings, in that Day when all muſt 
| and 
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ſtand before the Judgmenteſeat of Chriſt, and 
give an Account of their Deeds done in the Body, 
and receive a Sentence hereafter ; either, Come ye 
bleſſed, or Depart from me ye workers of Iniquity. 
It won't be then of what Congregation or Con- 
feſſion of Faith, or of what 'Perſwaſion amongſt 
the many waſt thou? Amongſt ajl which there 
will then but I'wo Sorts, the Sheep; and the Goats 3 
thoſe that heard the -Shepherd's Voice, and fol- 
lowed him, who where guided and governed by the 
good Spirit of God in their Hearts; and thoſe 
who wrapping their Talent in a Napkin, - ſtifled 
Convictions and neglecting the Day of their Vi- 
fitation, continued under the Dark Power of the 
Evil One. One may go a great Way, and make 
a fair Shew of Religion and Piety, and yet be 
turned to the left Hand 3 ?tis not having our 
Heads filled wich curious ſublime Notions, though 
of never ſo fine and elevated a Speculation ; ler's 
trim and garniſh our Lamps never ſo finely, *rwill 
not adminiſter an Entrance without the Heavenly 
Oil, without that Holy Divine Unction fills our 
Hearts enlightens our: Minds, enflames our Af- 
| feftions to a due Watchfulneſs and Obedience to 
its Teachings ; which are the moſt affured 
Maris of our being really in Chriſt, in whom 
only our Acceptance 1s, 

That you with us, and we with you, may ſo 
circumipettiy live up to our Light and Know- 
ledge given by Chriſt, as: that our Conſciences 
may not condemn us; but that, having finiſhed 
our Days here with: Comjorr, we may lay down 
onr Heads in Peacs, with a well-grounded Hope 
of a Joyful Reſurreftion, and have Boldneſs in 
the Day of Judgment ; is our Hearty Deſire. 

For howſocver People may have been poſle(t 
with the contrary, by thoſe who probably have 


left nothing unactempred, which their Invention 
| could 
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could ſupply, to fix an Odium, and ſcare People 
from us, we believe the Reſurrection as 'delivered 
ro us, in tne holy Seriptures; and our Adverſa- 
ries can't realonably pretend to know more 3 in 
which we willingly acquicice, content that Faith 
jupply the Defect of Demonſtration, eſteeming ic 
conlentanequs to realon, to forbear even the molt 
abitracted Realoning about that. which is above 
Reaſon, We doubt not in the leaſt. either the 
Reality or Excellency of it, but our.great Care, 
and neceſſary Concern is, that by iny Means we 
may attain fo the Relurrection of the Juſt; and 
then it 1s ſufficient that when our Lord appears, 
we ſhall be like him: Which Hope and ExpeCta- 
rions ought to excite in all, moſt fervent Defires, 
and vigorous Purſuits after Purity and Holinels. 
If what we have written for your Information; 
may find ſome Place with thoſe, who being 1m- 
partial,. and inquiring, have room to recelve it, 
and that it contributes to their Benefit and Satiſ- 
taction, we have our End : But for thoſe who are 
full, or are Critical, and ready to Carp at every 
Word or Sentence that is not Plac'd: to their 
Mind, it not alfo pre-judge it, «s *tis nor 1ntend- 
ed for them ; ſo we dun'c ſuppale *rwil prove to 
encir good Liking, nor meet with a a Reception A- 
mongſt them. For we don'c propole to reconcile 
our whole Bchief and Perſwafton 10 religious Mat- 
rers to that of our Oppoſers 3 who notwithitang- 
ing, what we have writ, we expect will yet ac- 
cuſle us of Error, However, having thus i iar declar- 
ed ourſelves in the molt neceilary Pons of ite 
Chriltian Religion, we don't think ourſelves far 
ther obliged to aniwer the Caviis and Criticilms 


of ſuch who may apprar contentious, and wi 
ReVer WANT ſomething io 04ject again thoſe that 
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ftudy to know and govern themſelves, according 
to that Religion that 1s Pure and Undefiled before 
Go, and leads to Viſit and Aftift the Fartherleſs 
and Widows 11 the'r Affiiction, and to keep them- 
ſelves from the Enors and BDefilements of this 
World, Were this {55 It ought) our Principle 
Care and Concern in our Conduct, we ſhould have 
Jictle Mind or Leiſure tv differ about Matcers of 
leſs Moment: And while we ſeem zealouſly to 
contend about Religion, fruſtrate its End. We 
fhould nor be tak: ap in Diſputing what that 
Principle is, whick God hath plaC'd in us to da 
us good, and in the Mean Time neglett its Aſli- 
ſtance, and obſtrutt 1ts Operation upan thg Mind, 
but be given up to "e leavened and changed by 
it, that we may partzke of the Bleſſings thereof ; 
and with it build onc:c Foundation God bath Jaid, 
that which may abide the ftery Iryal, To which 
we recommend you, and remain your Peaceablec 
and Loving Neighbours, 


W.C. A. P. 7. H. &c: 


THE END 
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